BHA Board of Directors Meeting

February 8, 2006, Villa Regina

BHA Directors/Alternates Present

Michael Harned/Santa Maria on Brickell

Claudia Bruce/Bristol Tower

Jorge Iglesias/Brickell Mar

Nancy Fuentes-Diaz, Joe E. Diaz, Julie Magaldi/Villa Regina

Anibal Lopez-Molne, Peter R. Evans/Brickell Bay Club

Herbert J. Bailey/Brickell Forest

Robert Ryder/Brickell Harbour

Yvonne Hochheiser/25 Bay Tower

Mac Seligman/Brickell Town House

Sandy Stewart, Mr. & Mrs. Rukeyser/The Palace

Bruce Higley/2000 Brickell

Edwin Guido/Brickell East 

Linda Baker, Joseph Bier/Brickell Place Phase I

Silvia Burgoa/Brickell Park

Tory Jacobs/Brickell 25

Jose A. Dieguez/One Tequesta Point

Mayree Morin-Fernandez/Brickell East

Belinda Hernandez/Two Tequesta Point

Associate Members Present

Gloria Konsler/Brickell Area Association

Mel Frankel, General Counsel

Ron Smith, Deputy General Counsel

Natalie Brown, Communications Director

City of Miami Present

Stephanie Grindell, Julianne Diaz/Public Works Dept.

Officer Jeff Giordano, Cmdr. David Rivero/Police

Marcus Perez/Miami Shield

Eddie Padilla/Downtown NET

Miami-Dade County School Board

Martin Karp/Miami-Dade School Board Rep Dist. 3

Jerold Blumstein/Miami-Dade School Board

Also Present
Roberta & Ralph Slonim/Villa Regina

Jorge L. Suarez/Abitare International Realty

Virginia Garcia, President, Vanessa, Property Manager/The Vue at Brickell

Janice Jones

Marilyn Goldaber/Brickell Town House

Emil Furiati

The meeting was called to order 6:12 p.m.


The reading of the November board meeting minutes was waived and the minutes accepted as published.
President’s Report

Street Lights between 15th and 26th Roads have been out. FPL said the above ground lights can be repaired in 3-5 days; underground 8-10 business days. City is trying to help.

Brickell Streetscape. Should start breaking ground in March. Involves the landscaping, installation of fountain monuments, pavers for crosswalks, decorative lighting.  Fountains are going to be maintained by City of Miami. 25th Road east of Brickell is getting re-sodded and underground irrigation getting upgraded. 15th Road medians have been delayed – South Miami Avenue to the Bay – traffic circle at 15th & Broadway. Underground area turns out to have FPL equipment, no maps, thus delayed.

Brickell Key Bridge – traffic calming delayed. Director of Public Works in County more sympathetic to the issues. Now told in April traffic calming will be installed.

Bicycle Ordinance – run into stumbling blocks, City Attorney doesn’t think sufficient evidence of problems. BHA continuing to work on this issue and gather commentary via the web Bike form.

Poop on Brickell – issue is coming up again. Enforcement/education are issues. President of Brickell Bay Club Anibal Lopez-Molene has agreed to chair that education effort. Gloria Konsler, Brickell Key, will participate.

Cost-of-operating comparison – it has been suggested that the itemized costs for each association be compiled, analyzed and used by associations to help one another see where they stand. Reps are asked to consider whether their association would like to participate.

PD&E Study Final Report – Tentatively scheduled to be disseminated on Feb. 28th.

Commander Rivero and Officer Giordano

Best way to communicate with Rivero is by email, which he has set up for tracking. Any problems you see, send an email: 6057@miami-police.org
Trucks illegally parked. Have received a lot of complaints about trucks illegally parked on Brickell Ave and Brickell Bay Drive. Did a towing detail –UPS, FedEx, a food supplier and some 18-wheelers were towed. Will continue to monitor and enforce.

Commercialization of residential side. 3-4 trainers sending out emails saying they could go to their site (at a condo) or to yours. The manager is following up as they’ve been using the building gym illegally.

Dog taming signs – Where the Marriott is located, they’re having problem. 

Q. What about enforcement?

A. It’s like a civil ticket. Citing them with County infraction which if they don’t pay, becomes a misdemeanor.

Traffic Radar Reader – need a volunteer association to house it.

NET Report

Eddie Padilla – any matter you have to report you can call either NET office. Homicides in traffic have increased. Police are going to be targeting drivers as well as jaywalkers. 

Hurricanes. Still dealing with hurricane issues. Trees still down. If you see further issues that haven’t been addressed, let Eddie or Haydee know. Solid Waste Dept. is contracting with other sources to be sure it gets done.

Homeless encampments – NET has folks who help them work with the folks in encampments and get them to the Homeless Shelter. If you see them popping up, let NET know, as these homeless encampments lead to other problems.

Q. Are there penalties for property owners who are letting properties go derelict, especially on 15th Road? These are places where the homeless get in and camp out.

A. Yes, there are standards that properties have to maintain even if just an empty lot. It’s a code enforcement issue.  

Claudia Bruce said she brought up the concern 2 meetings ago and nothing has happened. Eddie says he’ll check; they’re probably getting fines daily. 

Grafitti Control/Security & Safety Committees – Mac Seligman

Damage along Brickell from Wilma fixed. Fort Brickell 100 year old sign reinstalled thanks to Santa Maria and Mike Harned.

Awards

· BAA gave BHA a plaque for Participation in the annual Southside Elementary Holiday Drive.

· BHA Awarded Mac Seligman the 2006 Advocate Award with a proclamation and framed plaque.

· BHA awarded Stephanie Grindell its Above & Beyond for Brickell Award.

Presentation by School Board Rep Dr. Martin Karp.

Dr. Karp discussed a number of programs he’s working on and submitted a column for the BHA News with more details.

· Initiatives working with municipalities–looking for non-traditional school sites.

· Retired teaching mentoring program – to tap the talent of this significant base.

· “Quality Educator” – This idea is going before the legislature, which will provide an education entry level course for free to college students interested to see if interested in becoming a teacher. 

Fire Rescue Fee Status – by General Counsel Mel Frankel

General Counsel Mel Frankel gave an overview of the Fire Rescue Fee settlement debacle and BHA’s perspective. He said the attorneys were vile in selling out the class without taking it before the judge. It was wrong to sell out a class, which Hank Adorno did for his own personal benefit and for lining the pockets of those seven people. Although, depending on if you believe what they’re saying about how expensive refunds would have been, he probably saved taxpayers some money. Some disagree with this notion and say the City, which has benefited with the unprecedented building boom in Miami, should have the money to make the proper refunds.

Q. Herb Bailey – What do we do? 

· If Lopez overturns the settlement, then BHA residents and others would have shot at getting refunds, however, there will be appeals by the losing side. Will take a year or a year and half to work through the courts. A person who paid $240 would have to incur great costs to sue them individually.

· We should make our dissatisfaction known – we can pass a resolution condemning the city officials.

· We could make an appeal to Adorno to refund the 1998 BHA $2,500 contribution to the effort fighting the illegal taxation.

· We could add our names to the class action suit.

It was agreed to write a strongly worded letter to Hank Adorno asking for the $2,500 back.

Office Emergency Mgmt/Homeland Security - Miami Shield

Officer Marcus Perez and Mayree Morin-Fernandez

Miami Shield has been working on identifying soft targets, which includes Brickell because of the embassies and financial district second only to NYC. Miami Shield involves partnering with business owners, consumers, tourists. Exchanging information with everyone. Going to soft target areas so that people can be aware of what’s going on out there. Communicating with people. 

Annual Election of Officers

Nominating chair Bruce Higley moved the following slate of officers for 2006:

· President: T. Sinclair (Tory) Jacobs

· 1st Vice President: Claudia Bruce

· 2nd Vice President: Jose Dieguez

· Treasurer: Ernesto Cuesta

· Secretary: Joe E. Diaz

· Board Chairperson: Herbert Bailey 

The slate was passed unanimously.

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 21, 2006, 6:00, Brickell Bay Club.

