BHA Board of Directors Meeting

January 19, 2005, Isola Island Residences

Directors/Alternates Present

Tory Jacobs/Brickell 25

Bruce Higley/2000 Brickell Ave.

Margaret Lee, Blanche Back/Brickell Biscayne

Seth Stoper, Joe Diaz/Villa Regina

Daysi Morey/Three Tequesta Point

Mac Seligman/Brickell Town House

Jorge Iglesias/Brickell Mar

Natalie Brown/Communications Plus
City of Miami

Haydee Regueyra/Coral Way NET

Officer Jeffrey Giordano & Commander Rodolfo Llanes /City of Miami Police
Also Present

Bill Thompson/The Related Companies

John Jenkins, AIA/Arquitectonica

John Shubin, Esq./Shubin & Bass

Marilyn Goldaber/Brickell Town House

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. The waiving of the reading of the November minutes was moved and seconded and the minutes accepted as published.

NET Report - Haydee Regueyra

· Everglades Hotel implosion scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 23, 7-9 a.m.

· Question was raised about Sotheby’s umbrellas with logos on the lawn at 1548 Brickell Ave. They seem to be a code violation. Haydee said she’d need a couple of days to research it.

· Road construction on Rickenbacker Causeway to begin soon.  BHA has asked that they suspend the lane closures during the NASDAQ Tennis Tournament.

President’s Report

1548 Brickell – Sotheby’s will be taking over that space after Skyline moves out in a few weeks and they’ve asked the Historic Preservation Board for a permit to hang an advertising banner there for 90 days. BHA Reps expressed concern over allowing this exception, which is likely to introduce more problems with commercial encroachment in the residential corridor. The following resolution was moved by Mac Seligman and seconded by Blanche Back and adopted unanimously:

Whereas, the residential ambiance of the Brickell Neighborhood, particularly the 11 blocks on Brickell Avenue between SE 15th Road and SE 26th Road, is of great value and importance to the residents;

Whereas, continued commercial encroachment will adversely impact the residential character of the neighborhood;

THEREFORE, be it resolved that Brickell Homeowners Association fully supports the City of Miami’s original signage program for 1548 Brickell Avenue. This would preclude even temporary installation of banners and/or lawn umbrellas with commercial identification. There should be no more commercial identification than is currently in place.

FDOT conducting a PD&E study of Brickell Avenue from the River to 25th Road. They’ve invited interested residents to a kick off presentation on Feb. 10th at First Presbyterian Church, 6-8 p.m. 

CIP- Civilian Investigative Panel. There’s a meeting at Simpson Park, Jan. 26, 7 p.m. to explain how it works. Any interested residents are invited.

Ombudsman, for the Florida Condo Department was established but the State didn’t fund him adequately with staff or budget as we had been told they would. BHA was in favor of the position with the contingency that it be adequately funded to do the job. According to a Herald article in the previous Sunday, it was not.

The Related Group – Bill Thompson, “One Brickell Plaza” 495 Brickell Avenue

Bill Thompson, along with Attorney John Shubin, and architect John Jenkins presented their plan for the Sheraton Brickell property, Miami Circle, Brickell Park and the baywalk. The property plan is for four towers, ranging from 45 to 60 stories with a total of 1,800 units. The average size is 1,200 sq. ft. and the parking spaces ratio is 1:25. They are deciding whether the project will include a small hotel or office space, depending on the market. As part of their proposal to the City, The Related Group proposes a settlement of the lawsuit between the Brickell Family and the City of Miami to which both sides have agreed. The Related Group pledges to make improvements to Brickell Park, to install a Baywalk and upgrade and beautify pedestrian access, landscaping and lighting to create a passive park. The Park would be deeded in perpetuity for use as a public park to the City of Miami, in exchange for which Related Group wishes to be granted a temporary construction easement (for two years) on half of Brickell Park and wishes to be deeded some 8,000 square feet of Brickell Park for purposes of an improved turning lane and better traffic capacity at the entrance of 495 Brickell Avenue. They’ve also asked for a “straightening the southern property line” of 495 Brickell Avenue, which they will compensate for by deeding (and providing ongoing maintenance) the 11,000 square feet of Baywalk that The Related Group will also construct.

The Related Group is also building at 500 Brickell Ave. (600 units), and at 701 Brickell (1,000 units). 

Miami-Dade County Commissioner Carlos Gimenez

The Commissioner came by to tell about his plans in his new position and answer any questions posed. He will be serving on the Infrastructure and Land Use Committee, the Intergovernmental Cultural Affairs Committee and chairing the Transportation Committee. 

Miami Police Report - Jeff Giordano & Commander Rudy Llanes

· In December there were no robberies on Brickell but two on S. Miami Ave. 

· At the Four Seasons, laptops and computers taken but the thief was caught

· There were 5 break-ins at the Sheraton ... caught former employee

· At 520 and 540 Brickell Key, a Rolex watch and cell phone and jewelry were stolen

· Radar speed reader needs to get it back out. (The officer with the hitch on his car got transferred.)

· Jeff was asked to check on the accident rate at 26th Road and Brickell.

· Commander Llanes described the overall successful year the Miami Police have had seeking a reduction in crime on all categories except burglaries, which were up only 4%. 

Next Meeting: Annual Meeting at One Tequesta Point on Feb. 16th. Anyone interested in running for an office is asked to contact Dr. Bruce Higley who is serving as the Nominating Chair.
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