BHA Board of Directors Meeting

May 12, 2005, The Metropolitan
BHA Representatives/Alternates Present

Yvonne Yeomanson/Houses of Brickell

Janice Jones/The Palace

Ernesto Cuesta/The Metropolitan

Tory Jacobs/Brickell 25

Mac Seligman/Brickell Town House

Linda Baker/Brickell Place I

Herb Bailey/Brickell Forrest

Bob Schwartztul/Two Tequesta Point

Silvia Burgoa/Brickell Park
Al Maloof/The Mark

Natalie Brown/Communications Director

Miami-Dade County

Ruben Arias/Commissioner Gimenez’s Office

City of Miami Present

Haydee Regueyra/NET Administrator

Enrique Nuñez/Planning Dept.

Officer Jeffrey Giordano, Ralph Borroto/Miami Police Dept.

Denise Minakowski, Mr. Danny Couch/Civilian Investigative Panel

Also Present

Marilyn Goldaber/Brickell Town House

Dania Rodriguez-Cuesta/The Metropolitan

Peter Yeomanson/Houses of Brickell

Meeting called to order 7:15 p.m.

Al Maloof moved and Ernesto Cuesta seconded that the reading of the minutes be waived and the minutes be accepted as published. The motion passed unanimously.

President’s Report


Quarterly BOD Meetings. Are were welcomed to the first quarterly meeting of BHA. Directors decided at the February meeting to move to a less frequent meeting schedule. The next quarterly meeting will be in September.

Shared Leadership. The president asked those present to review the president’s column in the latest edition of the BHA News about sharing responsibility for leadership, deciding on agenda items, etc., according to what’s important to members. The president encouraged nput and participation by member representatives.

Miami Police Report - Jeffrey Giordano 

· Beat officer for Brickell was introduced: Ralph Borroto. 

· At 2451 Brickell, and 540 Brickell Key Drive, bikes were stolen. 

· At 1200 Brickell Bay Drive, a burglary. 

· Robbery surveillance using a female decoy was tried for robberies that have been occurring with robbers in a black Maxima around 25th Road and Brickell.

The police were asked about printed reports of vehicles stolen, prostitution, burglaries…the figures that are alarming, according to Ernesto Cuesta. Officer Giordano said that overall crime was down 7% last year and it’s been going down and there have been no rapes in Coral Way area this year. He explained there’s a lot of insurance fraud, cell phones lost reported as stolen, all of which end up as numbers on the report, which can be misleading.

NET Report

Haydee Regueyra says report everything, as far as crime goes, so that an accurate picture is drawn. She has been working with Mac Seligman on graffiti. Working on better matches on paint. NET has a new web page and new services have been added to the NET office, including some permits (land improvement permits). (www.ci.miami.fl.us)

Question about 1870 Brickell Avenue, next to the Houses of Brickell. It’s an old house that’s an eyesore, and has rats nesting in it which come over to the Houses of Brickell. Haydee Regueyra said she’d work through Code Enforcement.

Voting Locations

Ernesto Cuesta spoke to a woman at Miami-Dade Elections Department who was not at all helpful about the location change from UTD to Jose Marti Park. The location is far and inconvenient for elderly and disabled persons. The Lutheran Church can’t host it due to its early childhood school there. 

It was moved and seconded that a letter be sent to Commissioner Gimenez’s office going on record that we need a more convenient location. First Presbyterian Church is considering it. Espirito Santo is interested in serving as a precinct. The motion passed unanimously. 

Ruben Arias of Commissioner Gimenez’s office was present and said that they just learned of the change and it’s his mission to address it and help to secure a better polling location for the Brickell precincts.

Bicycle Ordinance

The issue of prohibiting bicycles on the east sidewalks of Brickell Avenue in the interest of safety to pedestrians was taken up by the City Commission. City staffers said their test (of two days) saw only a few bikes and said it wasn’t a problem. They said the sidewalk wasn’t wide enough on the west side. Further studies will be undertaken.

Brickell Key Bridge Speeding Problems

The Brickell Key Master Association has been trying to get traffic calming devices in place for years, but they’ve met with resistance from the various entities with jurisdiction. Brickell Key resident and attorney Bruce Colon is leading the charge of trying to get that changed. Robert Schwartztul, representing member association Two Tequesta Point, asked for the support of BHA to get traffic calming devices for both directions on the bridge. It was moved and seconded that we support the Brickell Key effort. The president read a sample resolution. The motion passed unanimously.

Brickell Member Needs – Herb Bailey

Representatives were asked for ideas and suggestions about what type of program they’d like presented at quarterly Board meetings. What should we present that’s important to our Brickell community? Yvonne Yeomanson spoke up about the condition of Brickell Avenue medians. Ernesto Cuesta offered to host a get-together at The Metropolitan. Herb Bailey said we would be polling members for input and suggestions. Would folks be interested in a Brickell Residents’ Card of some sort offering privileges and discounts to residents? A survey of desires will be distributed.

Enrique Nuñez – City of Miami Zoning Code Rewrite

Mr. Nuñez explained the plan behind “Miami 21,” a rewrite of the zoning code to be form-based. The new code will replace the cumbersome, complex and often contradictory code presently in place that focuses on how big something should be rather than the form we want it to take. Big names, including Liz Platter Zyberg are involved in the process which is tackling the city in four quadrants. 

Civilian Investigative Panel

Denise Minakowski and Mr. Danny Couch talked about the work of the CIP and their process for hearing civilian complaints about police conduct. They were occupied with the FTAA protest cases for many months and are now catching up on a backlog. 

New Business

A number of people expressed displeasure with the new newspaper vending/advertising signs that the City of Miami has contracted City Solutions Outdoor for. They round up the newsracks into groups in an effort to tidy up the appearance of multiple racks, but many don’t care for the large display billboard on the back side. Presently, there are installations on Brickell Avenue at 15th Road and at 26th Road.

Announcements

Vizcaya is hosting on open meeting for neighbors to discuss and gather input on their renovation/expansion plans on Tuesday, June 2, 6-7:30 p.m. in the historic garage building across the street from the mansion. BHA was invited to attend. RSVP and questions go to Gissel La Borde at 305-860-8421.

A free Beethoven Concert is being held on June 9 at 6:09 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. All are invited to attend. BHA residents can group together and call for reserved seating: 305-244-7722.

More information on both of the above events is available on the BHA website: www.brickellhomeowners.com

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
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