BHA Board of Directors Meeting

November 17, 2005, Courvoisier Courts

BHA Directors/Alternates Present

Ralph & Roberta Slonim/Villa Regina

Herbert Bailey/Brickell Forest

Tory Jacobs/Brickell 25

Silvia Burgoa/Brickell Park Condo

Susan King/Brickell Woods

Mac Seligman/Brikcell Town House

Marcelo Cacciola/Two Tequesta Point

Ilya Gamel, Alice FisherCourvoisier Courts

Claudia Bruce/Bristol Tower

Brian Kushner, Michael Harned/Santa Maria

Mel Frankel, Esq., General Counsel

Natalie Brown, Communications Director

Miami-Dade County Present

Commissioner Carlos Gimenez, District 7

Ruben Arias/Commissioner Gimenez’s staff

City of Miami Present

Haydee Regueyra/Coral Way NET

Jeff Giordano/Police Dept.

Jose Gonzalez/Transportation Dept.

Associate Members Present

Gloria Konsler/Brickell Area Association

Robert Green/1550 Brickell Apts.

Also Present

Marilyn Goldaber/Brickell Town House

Tami Ciculrel/Bristol Tower

Veena Panjabi, Jeff Berkowitz, Yolanda Berkowitz, Nestor Rodriguez, Richard Simrign/Voices for Children

Joni Goodman/Guardian Ad Litem

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the October minutes and accept them as published. It passed unanimously.

Host Welcome

Ilya Gamel, Property Manager for Courvoisier Courts, welcomed the group and said that in their time as part of the Brickell area they’ve grown to appreciate the work of BHA and what it has done to protect the quality of life in the area. He pledged the commitment of Courvoisier Courts to work toward these same goals.

President’s Report

Hurricane Damage – Who’s going to do it, when? FDOT and the City are not sure if the contract that FDOT has with the City for maintenance of Brickell Avenue medians includes restoration of hurricane damage.

Traffic Study – All facets are still being studied: Bike safety, traffic calming, traffic signalization management system. One change that is going to be implemented is the addition of a third lane for northbound on Brickell Bridge, which is supposed to start construction in January. In March, the 14th Street signal and median changes on Brickell Avenue should be underway.

Donation to Toy Drive – A motion was made by Herb Bailey and seconded by Mac Seligman to support Southside Elementary’s holiday toy drive organized by Miami Police and BAA in the amount of $500. The motion passed unanimously. 

Implosion of Sheraton – Slated for this coming Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Traffic will be affected 6 a.m.-12.

Park Workshops Schedule – Copies are available for anyone interested in attending these community meetings about green space.

Police Report

· Officer Jeff Giordano thanked BHA for the donation again for Southside. 

· During the hurricane – everyone was pretty responsive; thank you. Take continued care around buildings with falling glass; observe the crime tape around there as the workers replace the glass.

· A question as to whether there can there be a left lead light added to the intersection for those heading west on 15th and turning south on Brickell? Jeff will see.

· Report of a problem with the signage about U-turns in front of The Palace that’s down on the Brickell Avenue median.

NET Report – Haydee Regueryra 

· Hurricane follow up: Working on a better plan for next time; what was done right, what could be improved. Advance prep is key. 

· Thanks to Mac for his help with the graffiti.

Commissioner Carlos Gimenez

The commissioner gave an update on hurricane aftermath news and discussed transportation and traffic issues the county is facing. 

Voices for Children

Presented by BHA Founding Vice President Veena Panjabi and Jeff Berkowitz and other fellow volunteers from Voices, which supports Guardian Ad Litem.  They are looking for a home and wants to build an office building to house Voices and Guardian ad Litem at the Vizcaya station. Wants feedback on what concerns might be.

Robert Green - A Vision for Brickell

Mr. Green presented a vision for the Brickell area that included having a facility in the Brickell neighborhood similar to the Key Biscayne community center for families and children; and how value on the west side of Brickell Avenue south of 15th Road can continue to increase through redevelopment.

Traffic

Question was posed about status of Brickell Key Bridge traffic calming. Jose Gonzalez said new public works director for County, Esther Callis, is more flexible about looking at ways to calm traffic. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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