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BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION is comprised
of condominium association
members and associate mem-
bers representing some
16,000 residents along the
Brickell corridor and on Brickell
Key from the Miami River to
the Rickenbacker Causeway.
The purpose of BHA is to com-
municate common interests
more effectively and mobilize
support on important issues

relating to the quality of life in
our neighborhood.

www.brickellhomeowners.com

Poll Locations

Precinct 541
Miami Fire Station #4,
1105 SW 2nd Ave.

Precincts 569 & 995
Immanuel Lutheran
Church
1770 Brickell Ave.

CITY OF MIAMI COMMISSION, DISTRICT 2

Brickell Neighborhood PAC
Endorses Frank Rollason

he Brickell Neighborhood Political

Action Committee announced its
endorsement of Frank Rollason for
City of Miami Commissioner, District
2. Mr. Rollason’s broad experience in
many areas of City government, his
practical, common-sense approach to
problem solving, and his pledge for
change were among the key reasons
the PAC selected him as their leading
choice for the seat.

The District 2 Commissioner seat
is an important one to the Brickell
neighborhood, since the City controls
many factors that impact quality of
life for neighbors and businesses.

Police protec-
tion, construc-

tion  sprawl,
and property
code enforce-

ment are major
areas of resi-
dents’ concerns
and are all con-
trolled by the
City of Miami.
Mr. Rollason has worked for the
City for 40 years, heading up many
departments during his tenure. BHA
leaders have worked with him on a
number of areas
over the years.

Frank Rollason

Continued on page 5

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
Recalling How it Started for Brickell

ngry. Frustrated. Disillusioned.

Those were the sentiments of
many Brickell Homeowners Associa-
tion Directors and residents in 1997
after the most recent blow by City of
Miami Commissioners overruling the
will of BHA neighbors for the benefit
of one or a few.

It was the latest in a series of
defeats at City Hall when neighbors
could not get the attention, let alone
cooperation, from officials and staffers

largely unresponsive to its

stituents. Residents may recall:

e Union meetings drawing hundreds
of people, cars and congestion in
otherwise residential Brickell
allowed by Commissioners despite
their own zoning laws and massive
disruption to neighboring resi-
dences.

e A plastic surgeon is granted special
exceptions to the zoning ordinance
and allowed to buy a private resi-

con-

Continued on page 6



Miami Downtown/Key Biscayne Area
2500 Brickell Avenue « For Reservations Call: 305 854-2070
E-mail: miabk@hcifl.com « Website: www.MiamiHamptonlnn.com

Let Us Be Your Extra Bedroom!

Free Breakfast e Free Nationwide Long Distance and Free Local Phone Calls « Free Parking
High Speed Internet Access in All Rooms
Microwaves & Refrigerators in All Rooms
Irons and Ironing Boards « In-Room Coffee Makers « Two Telephones in every Room

KEAKANE & COMPANY, PA.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

Your total service Brickell area
certified public accounting firm.

Bilingual Staff

1101 Brickell Avenue, Suite M-101 e Miami, FL 33131

(305) 789-7900 ¢ www.kanecpas.com
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President’s Column By T. Sinclair (Tory) Jacobs

Time to Make Your Voice Heard

n Nov. 7th, Brickell neighbors

will have the opportunity to
exercise their democratic right at
the polls. While we will vote for
local and statewide races, for resi-
dents in our area, the biggest
impact is likely to be felt from the
elected official closest to our daily
concerns: that of City of Miami
Commissioner for District 2.

It is a particularly good race,
so far will minimal dirty politics (at
the time of this writing) and per-
haps most importantly, with a slate
of particularly well qualified candi-
dates. That was made clear in

August at our annual Candidates
Forum, where the leading four con-
tenders participated. All demon-
strated solid understanding of
many of the issues and made strong
arguments for their viewpoints.
Neighbors asked many insightful
questions, and it was a learning
process for all in attendance.

The Brickell Neighborhood
PAC, a separate entity from BHA
but with overlapping interests, has
made an endorsement for Frank
Rollason for this seat after a thor-
ough, thoughtful process, with the
best interests of our neighborhood

in mind (see | ._ y |
cover  story). QZT 5
We thank the — -
PAC for its work, and encourage all
neighbors to make it to the polls on
Nov. 7th. Since there are seven can-
didates in the Dstrict 2 race, it is
almost inevitable that there will be
a runoff on Nov. 21st between the
top two vote-getters.

Most importantly, we all must
vote. Our influence at City Hall is a
function of not just our numbers,
but even more meaningful, the per-
centage of eligible voters who actu-
ally vote. ®

BHA Board of Directors

OFFICERS

T. Sinclair (Tory) Jacobs
BRICKELL 25
President

Claudia Bruce
BRISTOL TOWER
1st Vice President

Jose Dieguez
ONE TEQUESTA POINT
2nd Vice President

Ernesto Cuesta
THE METROPOLITAN
Treasurer

Joe E. Diaz
VILLA REGINA
Secretary

Herbert Bailey
BRICKELL FOREST
Chairperson

DIRECTORS

Blanche P. Back
BRICKELL BISCAYNE

Linda Baker
BRICKELL PLACE PHASE |

Silvia R. Burgoa
BRICKELL PARK CONDO

Jose Maria Carneiro da
Cunha
SANTA MARIA

Philip Carpio

THE CLUB AT BRICKELL BAY

Timothy Czerniec
TWO TEQUESTA POINT

Jorge De la Torre
BRICKELL EAST

Francois Fournier
BRICKELL WOODS
TOWNHOUSE

Louis Gonzalez
ST. LOUIS CONDO

Bruce Higley
2000 BRICKELL AVENUE

Vera Hochberg
MARK YACHT CLUB ON
BRICKELL BAY

Jorge Iglesias
BRICKELL MAR

Anibal Lopez-Molne
BRICKELL BAY CLUB

Carlos Migoya
THREE TEQUESTA POINT

Daniel Payet
BRICKELL HARBOUR

Franka Posso
BRICKELL FOUNTAINS

Carlos M. Rodriguez

THE ATLANTIS ON BRICKELL

Mac Seligman
BRICKELL TOWNHOUSE

Sandy Stewart
THE PALACE

Xavier Suarez
BRICKELL 25

Danny van der Reis
THE IMPERIAL AT BRICKELL

Yvonne Yeomanson
HOUSES OF BRICKELL

Salvador Ziegenhirt
25 BAY TOWER

Melvin Frankel
GENERAL COUNSEL

Ron Smith
DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL

Natalie Brown
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

John Barroso
BRICKELL BAY YACHT CLUB AT
THE FOUR AMBASSADORS, PH. V/

Rich Baumert
MILLENNIUM PARTNERS

Angie Carter
SKYLINE AT MARY BRICKELL
VILLAGE

Joseph L. Combs
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Marcos Freire
MARY BRICKELL VILLAGE

Gabriel A. Ghanoum
ST. JUDE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Robert B. Green
1550 BRICKELL APARTMENTS

Tibor Hollo
FLORIDA EAST COAST REALTY

Wayne Kirk
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Charles Leemon
HAMPTON INN

Hal Martell
BRICKELL AREA ASSOCIATION

Arthur Murphy
CMC MANAGEMENT

Alan Ojeda
RILEA GROUP

Bill Thompson
THE RELATED GROUP

Tim Weller
JW MARRIOTT HOTEL MIAMI

Albert Xiques, Esq.
SOL SOTHEBY’S
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

John Yanopoulos
INFINITY AT BRICKELL
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Brickell Avenue Streetscape

BHA’s Comments at Ground Breaking

¢ hank you Mayor Diaz, Commissioners, City

staff members and neighbors. It is a privilege to

be invited to address you today on behalf of
Brickell Homeowners Association. This is a joyous
occasion to be able to share with you, since it was
about six or seven years ago when the idea of a
streetscape plan for Brickell Avenue first came about,
percolating from the Brickell Homeowners Beautifica-
tion Committee.

We should salute those neighbors — those volun-
teers — who worked on the Streetscape Committee, for
they didn’t limit their vision. Miami, as we all know, is
often called The Magic City. Much of that magic comes
from Brickell, now a world-class street name in a
league that includes Peachtree in Atlanta, Rodeo Drive
in Beverly Hills, Fifth Avenue in New York and
Champs-Elysees in Paris. Why shouldn’t Miami have a
great, grand entrance for its city, too?

Brickell Homeowners engaged an excellent firm to
assist us in starting to plan for this vision — Wallace,
Roberts & Todd — and we were fortunate that city
officials and staffers have given us their endorsement

*e|t's just halr,
dammit!*?

danny aruj

baccara salon & spa

200 SE 15th Road

miami, fl 33129

w/ 305.860.5800

¢/ 305.401.0639

e/ dannyaruj@bellsouth.net

and support to [sa X
finally bring us to ‘
this day. :

Of course, | -
Brickell is more |
than the name of a
street; it is a thriving
neighborhood. The

an image of the
ultimate in
urban living,
an image that [
is irresistible to

of neighbors at September groundbreaking.

many. The |
Brickell Neigh- [#
borhood is

indeed a great
place to work,
a great place to
live, a great
place to
dine...and
becoming a
great place
to shop.
Soon, it will
be a grand
entrance as [§
well.” o 4
—Tory
Jacobs

i

City Manager Pete Hernandez, Mayor Manny Diaz,
Commissioner Linda Haskins, Tory Jacobs and
Transportation Director Mary Conway.

Miami Police Commander Ronald Papier, Tory Jacobs
and NET Administrator Liza Walton

BHA News is published by the Brickell Homeowners
Association to keep neighbors, public officials and others
in the community informed of the activities and concerns
of its residents.

Advertising is accepted on a space-available basis, and

BHA reserves the right to accept or reject all advertis-
ing. For advertising information or other details, see
the BHA Web site or write to Communications Director,

Natalie Brown, nbrown@brickellhomeowners.com
Editorial material and suggestions are also welcome for
consideration.

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION



Brickell Neighborhood Political Action Committee

Mission

he purpose and function of

the Brickell Neighborhood
Political Action Committee is to
present to local government offi-
cials, elected and/or appointed,
the Community concerns, goals,
interests and wishes of our mem-
bers as property owners, taxpay-
ers and/or voters in the Brickell
Community.

Through the continued moni-
toring of the processes of govern-
ment as well as the active
involvement of our representa-
tives in these processes effecting
our community, the appropriate
government administrators will
not only be made aware of our
positions, but also made aware of

the political consequences of fail-
ing to respond in an appropriate
manner.

Further, it is our purpose to
advocate and represent our Com-
munity's interests in opposition to
special interests and/or proposals
which will negatively impact the
quality of life in the Brickell area.

Ongomg Objectives

Monitor area zoning matters
to zealously protect the exist-
ing character of the neighbor-

hood.

2 Enfranchise all property own-
ers in the Brickell area —
whether or not registered vot-
ers; whether or not they have
citizenship status or eligibity
to vote; whether they are

individuals or businesses, res-
idents or nonresidents — with
a political voice and represen-
tation on all common issues at
all levels of government.

To assure via continual moni-
toring of the political process
that our community is not
caught by surprise by back-
room political activities. And
that by being informed early
on, we are able to be proac-
tive rather than reactive to
government initiatives.

To protect and enhance our
neighborhood by building
our political influence to a
level sufficient to ensure that
government  officials are
mindful of our concerns. ®

W ORLDWIDE VIDEOCONFERENCING

“PAC Endorsement” continued from page 1

“Frank has a long history of heading up critical city

Airport Security Lines!

Meetings without Travel!
Connect with over 6,000

videoconference facilities worldwide

for interviews, meetings,

conferences, depositions, sales
promotions, distance learning, family
reunions — all without leaving town!

Worldwide Videoconferencing

19 West Flagler Street
Suite 1020

Contact:
H. Allen Benowitz

President
benowitz@gate.net

Phone: (305) 376-8834
Fax: (305) 376-8833
www.wwvidconf.com

o Hourly Public Room Rental
« Equipment Sales:
Polycom, Sony, Tandberg,
and PictureTel

o Remote Scheduling

o Meetings/Conferences
o Interviews

o Depositions

o Distance Learning

o Telemedicine

o System Network Design

Convenient Downtown Miami
Videoconference Center.

departments, and has always been a go-to guy for getting
things accomplished,” the committee said in its news
release.

Mr. Rollason said this election is about control of the
commission, and about fixing troubles in the City: a
police force facing eminent “crisis” due to years of stalled
negotiations between the union and City leaders, driving
officers to better-paying jobs in other municipalities;
development that’s not going in the right places where
the infrastructure exists to support it; and a “ward poli-
tics” mentality among a commission protecting district
interests rather than taking a citywide view.

“There are things that are not right that need to be
fixed, but they can be fixed,” Mr. Rollason said.

The City has the funds to do what needs to be done
if they eliminate the waste, the exorbitant amount of
money going to consultants and studies, and the way
they build their budgets every year, among other steps, he
said. The City’s overall budget has grown from approxi-
mately $350 million in 2002 to over half a billion dollars
now. That’s a lot of extra revenue in the City, and one
wonders where it’s going.

“If you’re happy with how things are going, then ’'m
not your guy,” he said. This is not a dream job; this is a

FALL 2006

mission to fix things.”e



“PAC History” continued from page 1

dence to open up shop on oth-

erwise residential Brickell.

e While residents sleep, a huge
gate is erected to block access
to the primary access for Wain-
wright Park users, residents and
others, in essence granting the
rich and famous a private street
in Miami.

Déja vu
The union. The plastic surgeon.

“Sly-gate.” BHA Directors pon-

dered how the same sequence was

common in all those situations:

The BHA Board, representing
some 5,000 households at the time,
would take a stand and communi-
cate residents’ viewpoint to City of
Miami officials.

Often City of Miami zoning
codes favored the stand of BHA,
and City of Miami planning and
legal staffs often advised City
politicians in favor of the BHA
side.

The special interest side would
hire one of a select few legal firms
or lobbyists that always seemed to
be involved in many City matters.

City Commissioners would
vote against the BHA, supporting
the wishes of the one organization
or single individual.

It Got Worse

On top of these affronts, the
City went beyond eroding quality
of life to imposing an unprecedent-
ed, and unconstitutional, tax, the
“Fire Rescue Fee.” Many worried
that this newest, lucrative tactic of
increasing City coffers during its
bankruptcy, would not end with
this first tax.

That's Not What They
Taught In School

BHA representatives investigat-
ed, “How can these things hap-
pen?” The answer that most

couldn’t bear to hear: Politics.”

It seemed that while the BHA
employed top-notch legal counsel,
somehow the other sides' advisors
seemed to have more clout with the
elected officials. They seemed to
deal with City officials on a regular
basis and have an ongoing dialog, a
“give-and-take,” about what inter-
ests each side. For the attorneys,
a.k.a., lobbyists, this would be their
client’s interests. For the elected
officials, it's getting re-elected.

It also seemed that perhaps
elected officials thought BHA resi-
dents weren’t concerned, or active
in the political process to impact
their decisions. Afterall, the Brick-
ell area is only a part-time residence
for many homeowners. A good
number of residents are not avail-
able, eligible or registered to vote.
Although votership is strong
among registered voters in BHA
precincts, the politicians assessed
there was less political clout on the
condo side. Never mind that Brick-
ell Homeowners already pay 10
percent of the residential property
taxes for the City of Miami but rep-
resents five percent of the popula-
tion. Never mind that Miami Police
report that the Brickell area gener-
ates the least amount of emergency
calls in all of Miami. Never mind
the irony of taxing Brickell for a
service they're never likely to use.

BHA Directors were troubled
that the fair representation process
hadn't worked. The BHA approach
had been a grassroots effort in
which the association democrati-
cally determines the collective will
of its homeowners on matters of
common concern and represents
this stand to those government offi-
cials empowered to make the final
decision. But that hadn’t worked.

Letters, petitions, open dialog
and calm interchange with the
proper authorities hadn’t worked.
Turning members out to City meet-
ings to make their opinions known

hadn’t worked. Standing firm in
beliefs about quality of life issues
through legal battles to the end
with outstanding legal counsel did-
n't work.

BHA residents asked, “So,
what’s it take?”

Time To PAC It In

In the 21st century version of
neighborhood politics, a Political
Action Committee is the way many
go about looking out for their
interests. PACs are no longer the
exclusive domain of the big-time
players in big-stake politics. It’s the
way it's done even at the local lev-
el.

The Brickell Homeowners
Association voted to support the
formation of a Political Action
Committee in 1997 to be set up
independently of the BHA in part-
nership with neighboring civic
groups. The purpose of the PAC
(outlined in the Mission Statement
on previous page) is to watch out
for the interests of area residents in
matters of local government and to
support and endorse candidates
who fairly represent these interests.

The Brickell Neighborhood
PAC is funded by private donations
and is not funded by BHA.

Brickell residents need not be
registered or even eligible to vote to
participate in the PAC. Anyone
with an interest is invited to
become a member of the PAC. For
more information, contact Natalie
Brown at BHA via email:
nbrown@brickellhomeowners.com. ®

Let us hear
from you...

President: Tory Jacobs
tsjacobs@bellsouth.net

Communications Director:
Natalie Brown
nbrown@brickellhomeowners.com

BRICKELL HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION



Important Community Contacts

Coral Way NET
Administrator Liza Walton
(305) 329-4750
Iwalton@ci.miami.fl.us

City of Miami Commissioner
District 2: Linda Haskins
(305) 250-5333
jwinton@ci.miami.fl.us

Downtown NET
Administrator Eddie Padilla
(305) 579-6007
hpadilla@ci.miami.fl.us

Miami-Dade Public Schools
Board Rep District 3: Dr. Martin Karp
(305) 995-1334
martinkarp@dadeschools.net
City of Miami Police
Officer Jeffrey Giordano
(305) 710-5222
Commander Ron Papier

Florida Senate
District 39: Senator Larcenia J. Bullard
Tallahassee (850) 487-5127
Miami District Office (305) 668-7344
bullard.larcenia.web@flsenate.gov

Miami-Dade County Commissioner
District 7: Carlos A. Gimenez
(305) 375-5680
District7@miamidade.gov

Florida Senate

District 35: Senator Gwen Margolis
Tallahassee (850) 487-5121
Miami District Office (305) 993-3632
margolis.gwen.web@flsenate.gov

Miami-Dade County Commissioner
District 5: Bruno Barreiro
(305) 643-8525
District5@miamidade.gov

Florida House of Representatives
District 107: Rep. Gustavo Barreiro
Tallahassee (850) 488-9930
Miami (305) 643-7324

U.S. House of Representatives
District 18: Congresswoman
lleana Ros-Lehtinen
D.C. (202) 225-3931
Miami (305) 275-1800

U.S. Senate
Senator Bill Nelson
D.C. (202) 224-5274
Coral Gables Office (305) 536-5999

Senator Mel Martinez
(202) 224-3041
Orlando (407) 254-2573
mel_martinez@martinez.senate.gov

General and Cosmetic Denistry

(305) 374-0996

www.drgainza.com

dental care in a soothing environment.

massaging dental chairs.

Computerized dental charts and digital x-rays.

In Network Provider for most major insurance.

Marta Gainza, D.M.D., FA.G.D.

58 SW 10th Street ~ Miami, FL 33130

Providing quality, comprehensive and conservative

Every effort is made to create a soothing experience
for each patient that visits our office, including ultra soft,
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Property Management

Choosing the right one for the best performance

ince We opened, the spirit of

service and the excellence in our

daily performance, hos guided us.
That give us the experience and profes-
sionalism that our friends [customers)
deserved

Let us manage your Four Ambassadors
Properties and ony other Real Estate you
might hove here in Miami-Dode
County. We are protessional,
experienced ond We offer discounted
rates tor multiple properfies.

Investment opportunities come and go,

and these days, it is even harder to
pradict the finoncial success of many

Servicio de

investments. Real estate, however,
continues fo outlost any  long-term
investment. Today is still a great time to
cansider buying your property.

We offer to you a Free Market-Analysis.
This analysis will indicate the likely
sales/ buying price thot you could
expect to receive or pay for a property in
today's marketplace. This cerificate is
good tor one computer-generoted
comparative market analysis.  This
analysis will indicate the likely sales
price thot you could expect to receive tor
your home in today's marketplace. This
analysis is provided without any charge,
courtesy fram Brickell Investment Realty.

Administracién de Propiedades

Por el mismo costo BIR le ofrece mucho, pero mucho MAS!!!

* Hacemos publicidad
* Enconframos el clienfe
* Mos encargomos de colectar la renta

* Pagomos mantenimiento

* Mos encargomas de los reparaciones
* Erwiomos el dinero o los duefcs yo

sea direclamente al banco o a la
direccion que nos proporcionen.

Conozca la razén por la cual Administramos

mas de 100 Propiedades

MNuestras Ventajas

Esinrmicas en el Lobby del Four Ambnssodors, Absimos de lones o viernes de 5200 A S:00 Ph,

sabodos 1000 AM — 500 PM. Servicio al cliente personalizade.

L L

daniE@BIRMiami.com

Dan Burdak - o

$BIR
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